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Kilgore College will 
honor former standout 
athletes, coaches and 
contributors at its 
annual Hall of Fame 
Weekend Oct. 14-15.

There is also a new 
honor this year – The 
Spirit of Excellence 
Award – for former KC 
athletes or coaches 
who have carried on 
the Ranger tradition of 
excellence to achieve 
an impressive level of 
distinction in his or her 
career field.

A benefit golf 
tournament is set for 
Friday, Oct. 14, and 
HOF inductees will be 
introduced during a 
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 15, in 
the Devall Ballroom. 
New members will also 
be recognized during 
halftime of the KC 
versus Navarro College 
football game 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 15, in 
Kilgore.  COMPLETE HOF INFO

Hall of Fame Weekend set for Oct. 14-15

1990-91 Basketball Team
25-5 overall record, 14-2 in conference

Manny Almanza 
“The Voice” of KC Athletics

Gussie Nell Davis
First Rangerette Director

Charles Champine 
Football, 1977-78

Robbie Tobek
Football, 1989-90

Gerald Paddio 
Basketball, 1984-85

Francisco Elson 
Basketball, 1995-97

Garry Monty 
Football, 1970-71

John Underwood 
Basketball, 1964-66

Photo above: New inductees of the 2015 KC Athletics Hall of Fame 
display their awards after the luncheon.

Williams named new Environmental 
Safety, Construction & Facilities ManagerThe KC Theatre 

Department will present 
William Gibson’s “The Miracle 
Worker” beginning Oct. 6 in 
Van Cliburn Auditorium on 
the Kilgore campus.

The play is set for 7:30 
p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday, Oct. 6-8, with a 
matinee performance 2:30 
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 9.  General admission tickets are $10 for adults, $7 for 
students and $5 for KC students with a student ID.

The play is appropriate for all ages but children under the age of 7 will 
not be admitted.  Late arrivals will also not be admitted.

The box office will open one hour prior to each performance.  Tickets 
can be purchased online at www.kilgore.edu/drama or by phone at 
903-983-8126.  For more information e-mail the KC Theatre Box Office at 
boxoffice@kilgore.edu.  KC employees can receive two complimentary 
tickets by calling the box office. The play is produced by special 
arrangement with Samuel French Play Services, Inc.

About the play:
This classic tells the story of Annie Sullivan and her student, blind and mute Helen Keller. The Miracle 

Worker dramatizes the volatile relationship between the lonely teacher and her charge. Trapped in a 
secret, silent world, unable to communicate, Helen is violent, spoiled, almost sub-human and treated by 
her family as such. Only Annie realizes that there is a mind and spirit waiting to be rescued from the dark, 
tortured silence. With scenes of intense physical and emotional dynamism, Annie’s success with Helen 
finally comes with the utterance of a single, glorious word: “water.”

Jeff Williams has been named 
as KC’s Environmental Safety, 
Construction & Facilities Manager.

He began work at the college Sept. 
12.

Williams comes to KC from JW 
Services, LLC, in Tyler where he was 
the owner and operator.

He has also worked for Amega 
West Services, Express Energy 
Services and Challenger Process 
Systems.

Williams is a graduate of Robert E. 
Lee High School in Tyler.

He earned Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Technology and Master 
of Business Administration degrees 
from UT Tyler.

Williams will direct and 
administer maintenance and 
operations programs for KC 
and participate in the planning, 
design, review & integration of 
construction projects.

Responsible for the physical 
condition of buildings, grounds 

Tickets on sale for ‘The Miracle Worker’

& equipment, Williams will be 
responsible for short and long-term 
planning and managing activities 
and resources to maintain the 
college’s facilities.

To contact Williams, email him at 
jewilliams@kilgore.edu or call 903-
983-8669.

www.kilgore.edu/drama
mailto:boxoffice%40kilgore.edu?subject=
mailto:jewilliams%40kilgore.edu?subject=


Dr. Brenda Kays
During the faculty/staff forums that I 

conducted last spring, there was one item that 
came up repeatedly that you didn’t see reflected 
in the 2016-2019 Strategic Plan.  Any guesses? 

You’re right—communication or more accurately, lack thereof. 
 I wish that I could say that I had a “magic formula” to distribute that 

would automatically improve college-wide communication.  If I had that 
formula, I’d be marketing and selling it and, by now, all of our money 
woes would be solved. Unfortunately, that isn’t the case.   Instead, we are 
going to approach improving our college-wide communication through 
the implementation of a new council at the college.  Okay, everybody 
groan together….another meeting.  

I am guessing that Kilgore College is similar to other institutions 
where meetings, and the time that they consume, are not cherished. 
However, I’ve learned that meetings can be productive when they stick 
to an organized agenda.  In fact, given a precise agenda that is clearly 
orchestrated, meetings can very well result in enhanced communication 
that produces beneficial results.  And, that’s exactly what I foresee 
happening with this newly formed council.  In September, the council 
held its first meeting to cover its purpose, ground-rules, and to decide 
what to call itself. The following consensus was realized:

Purpose:  Two-way conduit.  Participants will be bringing items to the 
meeting and also taking items away from the meeting.  Key will be the 
participants actively gathering college community relevant information 
from faculty/staff and presenting it to the council while concurrently 
bringing information back to his/her respective areas.  Rene’ Wiley will 
also act as a conduit. She will be taking minutes and distributing to 
faculty/staff via email communication (NOTE:  look for minutes from the 
first meeting in your mailbox this afternoon from Rene’).

Ground Rules:  Not a therapy session.  Problems/Concerns are 
welcome, but owner must come with what is needed to solve the issue 
(a.k.a:  solution) so that council members with like issues, or better yet…
solutions, may be brought together to work toward resolutions as an ad-
hoc function of the council. Only items on the agenda will be discussed.   

Naming Right:   Kilgore College Communication and Notifications 
(KC-CAN) was one of the crowd favorites via a doodle-pool conducted by 
Charlene Worsham.  

Dr. Mike Turpin and I will be co-chairing this council.  Rene’ Wiley will be 
taking minutes and distributing via email communication.  Rene’ will also 
be calling for agenda items once a month.  

 Membership:  Leah Gorman, Staci Martin, Trey Hattaway, Chris 
Gore, Reggie Brazzell, Pam Gatton, John Colville, Julie Fowler, Louise 
Wiley, Randy Lewellyn, Becky Johnson, Kenya Ray (Faculty Senate 
representative), Fred Peters, Jeff Williams, Nancy Law, Johnnie Stice, Tony 
Johnson, Charlene Worsham, Kathy Fair, Jimmy Rieves, Mike Turpin and 
Brenda Kays.  

The council will conduct a “plus/delta” evaluation after six months to 
ascertain what changes, if any, are necessary.  Your ideas are welcome.  
Please contact either Dr. Turpin or any member of the committee with 
your input.  

Until next month,

President’s Perspective by Dr. Brenda Kays

Improving Kilgore College with...

New Communication Committee

   FOLLOW DR. KAYS ON TWITTER!

@KCBrendaKays

FACULTY   STAFF&reports

Congratulations to Rene’ Wiley, executive assistant 
to the vice president of instruction, who has 
completed all course and unit requirements and will 
graduate from LeTourneau University on Dec. 10 
with a Master of Business Administration degree.

Mike Jenkins, vice president of student 
development, has been elected president-elect 
for the Texas Association of Community College 
Student Affairs Administrators (TACCSAA), the 
official state organization for chief student affairs 
officers. He will serve two years in this capacity and 
then move to president of the organization for an 
additional two-year term.

Peters named grant writer
Fred Peters has been 

named as KC’s Grant 
Writer within the office 
of Institutional Planning, 
Research and Institutional 
Effectiveness.  Peters’ 
office is located in Suite 
209 of the McLaurin 
Administration Building 
and his extension is 8289. 

He is available to work 
with faculty and staff to 
achieve grant funding 
for projects approved by 
the Executive Leadership 
Team.  Peters’ role is 
not to supplant the 
great work that many of you are doing, but to enhance our 
opportunities for grants in order to grow the “4th funding 
stream” that Dr. Kays is committed to increasing.   

Peters has created a Grants Manual and a Grant Funding 
Request Process that will apply to all grant application 
activities. The process includes the implementation of a 
Grant Funding Request Form which must be completed and 
approved by Executive Leadership Team prior to the pursuit 
of any grant. This includes recurring grant awards such 
as Adult Education & Literacy, Perkins and Small Business 
Development programs.  The form and process are not 
intended to create unnecessary bureaucracy, but to serve to 
document all grant activity and pursuits at KC. The college is 
often asked to report past awards and performance reports 
to federal and state agencies when completing a grant 
application. Having a centralized point of record will ensure 
that the institution is forthcoming of all relevant information 
and it will give the office of Institutional Planning, Research 
and Institutional Effectiveness the information it needs for 
periodic reports to the Executive Leadership Team and the 
KC Board of Trustees.

Peters

HealthSelect members can get free flu shots
With flu season just around the corner, stay healthy 

by getting flu shots at no cost if you’re a HealthSelect 
of Texas member. You and your family members’ flu 
shots are covered 100 percent with no cost-sharing 
(co-pays, co-insurance, or deductibles) when you use a 
contracted network provider like a participating CVS® 
MinuteClinic®, Walgreens Pharmacy or Target® Clinic. 
Please be sure to take your Medical ID Card with you. 
The pharmacy should file on your medical plan and 
not your prescription plan.  There will be no flu shots 
available this year on campus.

https://www.kilgore.edu/grants-manual
https://www.kilgore.edu/grants-manual


News & Reminders:

New hospitality committee ‘changing things up’
A new hospitality committee 

has been formed and charged 
with “changing things up!”  Some 
of the areas it will change are 
the fall and spring convocations 
and the Christmas employee 
luncheon.  The committee will also 
add some new and fun things to 
do throughout the year.  At the 
homecoming pep rally on Oct. 
26 the first-ever KC Employee 
Homecoming King & Queen will be 
announced.  To select nominations 
for king and queen, click here.  The 
last day to nominate an employee 
is Oct. 11.

Once the nomination period is 
over, employees will receive an 
email that will include a link to vote for the KC employee king and queen.  The top five men 
and top five women nominees and the winners of king and queen will be announced at 
the homecoming pep rally Oct. 26.  Also, there will be an employee Halloween costume 
contest.  Look for details in your employee email.

October birthdays
10-02 Lindsey Godsey
10-04 Julie Allee
10-05 Sarah Albertson
10-05 Justin Eckert
10-06 Courtney Jenkins
10-06 Toledo Montgomery
10-07 Monika Kajstura
10-07 Shannon Sisk
10-11 Ann Thrower
10-13 Paige Wood
10-14 Kelly Kaemmerling
10-19 Timothy Bright
10-19 Jaime Council
10-21 Jennie Alcantar
10-21 Elena Ignatchenko
10-22 Willie Gooden
10-22 Jerry Morris
10-24 Catherine Elueze
10-24 Becky Johnson
10-25 Nate Whitten
10-25 Matthew Wilson
10-26 Candice Dotson
10-27 Mary Stephens
10-30 Jamie Henson
10-31 Montez Easley

KC mourns loss of longtime employee Barker Hale
KC is mourning the loss 

of longtime KC employee 
Barker Hale who passed 
away Sept. 20. Born Dec. 
2, 1937, in Houston, 
he was the director of 
administrative services & 
continuing education at KC. 
He began working at KC in 
1994. Hale was a member 
of New Beginnings Baptist 
Church and centered his life around his family. He 
especially loved spending time on the golf course 
with his grandchildren. He is survived by his wife, 
Mary, of White Oak; two sons and daughters-in-law, 
Bruce and Kim Boyd of Nashville, Tenn., and Wes and 
Sara Hale of Longview; and five grandchildren.  The 
family requests in lieu of flowers, memorials be made 
to the KC Foundation.

KC Chorale, Camerata  concert set for Oct. 11
The Kilgore College Chorale and Camerata Singers 

will perform a fall concert Tuesday, Oct. 11, in Kilgore.  
Set for 7:30 p.m., the free concert will be held in Van 
Cliburn Auditorium in the Anne Dean Turk Fine Arts 
Center on the Kilgore campus.  The concert will feature 
the KC Chorale singing classics from Handel, Brahms 
and premiering a new work from an 11th century text.  
The Camerata Singers, KC’s select women’s ensemble, 
will also perform.

KC will receive up to $297.5K to accelerate developmental reading
Kilgore College is one of 15 colleges 

in Texas selected to receive an 
unprecedented performance-based 
grant from the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (THECB) to 
accelerate developmental learning for 
students pursuing degree completion 
and eventual employment.

The grant, worth up to $297,500 
over a two-year period, is part of an initiative that has roots in the state’s 60x30TX 
(Comprehensive College Readiness and Success Models) plan which envisions 60 percent 
of Texans ages 25 to 34 will earn some type of postsecondary credential by 2030.

The area of focus KC chose to apply for was the “Acceleration” model in which students 
who are not quite college-ready in reading and/or writing can enroll in ENGL 1301 
(freshman English) but are also required to enroll in a co-requisite class, EIRW 0200 
(English Integrated Reading and Writing).

Students will attend EIRW 0200 to receive support and more intensive studies to assist 
them in successfully completing ENGL 1301 in the same semester.

“KC piloted this co-requisite model, which follows the Accelerated Learning Program 
(ALP) model, for the past five years on a limited scale and had good results,” said Becky 
Johnson, dean of liberal and fine arts and writer of the grant.  “The college had already 
planned to scale up the co-requisite model beginning this fall semester, so when the 
grant opportunity appeared this summer, the timing was right.”

The college has already received $50,000 as a start-up award.  A portion of the grant 
funds will provide compensation for tutors in each EIRW class and will enable instructors 
of the EIRW classes to participate in professional development opportunities over the 
two-year period.

Disbursement of the grant money relies on a “funding by completion” model which 
means KC will be paid per student who successfully completes ENGL 1301 with at least a 
“C” average as they are enrolled in the co-requisite EIRW 0200 course.

Dr. Suzanne Morales-Vale, Director of Developmental and Adult Education, and Kathy 
Zarate, Program Specialist,  from the Division of College Readiness and Success for the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board visited campus on Wednesday, September 
28, to observe implementation of  the recently-acquired 60x30TX Comprehensive College 
Readiness Success Model (CRSM) grant awarded to KC.  The grant provides support for 
two years to the college-level English/developmental English and reading co-requisite 
format that the Language Development Department has initiated this fall semester.

Dr. Morales-Vale and Ms. Zarate observed in an ENGL 1301 class and then in an EIRW 
0200 co-requisite class, both  taught by Mrs. Michelle Sullivan, English instructor.  A lunch 
meeting provided time for Dr. Kays; Dr. Turpin; Dean Becky Johnson, grant director; and 
Karen Dulweber, grant co-director, to engage in discussion with faculty and staff who are 
involved in the effort.

Hospitality committee members (left to right):  David 
Whitfield, Melissa Dobbs, Ronda Lee, Tony Johnson, Nancy Law, 
Jennifer Quine, Jerri Saenz and Paula Jamerson.

Hale

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EmployeeKingandQueen
https://www.kilgore.edu/about/kc-foundation


Calendar

OCTOBER

3, PTK Meeting, CA Bldg. Room 104, 2:15 p.m.
5, H.S. Counselor Luncheon, Devall Ballroom, 11 a.m.
6, Data Recognition Corp., Devall Ballroom, 9 a.m.
8, KCC: Blackwood Brothers, Dodson Auditorium, 6 p.m.
    Football vs. New Mexico Military Institute, Roswell, N.M., 3 p.m.
10, PTK Meeting, CA Bldg. Room 104, 2:15 p.m.
11, KC Chorale Fall Concert, Van Cliburn Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
12, KCEOPA Meeting, McLaurin Bldg., 2nd floor, 11 a.m.
15, KC Athletics Hall of Fame Luncheon, Devall Ballroom, 11 a.m.
       Football vs. Navarro College, Kilgore, TX, 5 p.m. 
17, PTK Meeting, CA Bldg. Room 104, 2:15 p.m.
       Boss’s Day Luncheon, Devall Ballroom, 11:30 a.m.
21, East Texas NACE Seminar, Devall Ballroom, 8 a.m.
       Veterans Club Meeting, Cafeteria, 1 p.m.
22, ACT Testing, Old Main Building, 8 a.m.
       Football vs. Trinity Valley C.C., Athens, TX, 3 p.m.
24, PTK Meeting, CA Bldg. Room 104, 2:15 p.m.
25-28, KC Theatre: “Hansel and Gretel”, Dodson Auditorium
26, Bumper Balls/Soccer, Lee Mall/Mike Miller Plaza, 10 a.m.
       Pep Rally/Lunch, Lee Mall/Mike Miller Plaza, 11 a.m.
       Rangerette Homecoming Party, Devall Ballroom, 6:30 p.m.
27, Homecoming Court Banquet, McLaurin Building, 6 p.m.
28, Veterans Club Meeting, Cafeteria, 1 p.m.
29, Homecoming Alumni Lunch, Devall Ballroom, 11 a.m.
       Homecoming Football vs. TJC, Kilgore, TX, 3 p.m.
30, Religious Symposium, Devall Ballroom, 3 p.m.
31, PTK Meeting, CA Bldg. Room 104, 2:15 p.m.

Employees encouraged to join TCCTA
All KC faculty are encouraged to join the Texas Community College 
Teachers Association. Dues are $45 with $15 back from KC (If you 
want the liability insurance, it’s an additional $55).  Comprised of 
educators from every teaching discipline, as well as counselors, 
librarians and administrators, TCCTA members come from all 
public and independent two-year colleges in Texas. TCCTA is the 
largest organization of postsecondary educators in Texas.  It helps 
lobby the Texas Legislature on your behalf.  To join, contact Nina 
Verheyden for more information. Or join online at www.tccta.org.

It’s not too late for employees to join KCEOPA
Open to all KC employees, the Educational Office Personnel 
Association (KCEOPA) promotes professional development while 
providing members with a spirit of unity, a fun social environment 
and a sense of accomplishment. The association’s goals are to: 
(1) Raise funds for annual KC scholarships, (2) Deliver the highest 
quality of service to KC and the community and (3) Increase 
efficiency, grow professionally and communicate effectively. If you 
are not interested in becoming a member, you have the option to 
make a one-time scholarship donation. Annual dues are $10. For 
more info, e-mail Emily Hammett at ehammett@kilgore.edu.

Music Department presents ‘Hansel & Gretel’
The Kilgore College Music 

Department will present the 
children’s opera “Hansel and 
Gretel” Oct. 25-28 in Dodson 
Auditorium on the Kilgore campus. 
The production, by Denise Page 
Caraher with music from the 
original opera by Engelbert 
Humperdinck, is a fun fairy tale 
with original music and new lyrics.  
All performances, performed by KC 
students, are free and open to the 
public with daytime performances 
geared toward area school children. Each performance will 
last about 50 minutes. Groups of 10 or more need to call to 
reserve seats, but smaller groups are welcome to attend any 
performance without reservations.  No reservations are required 
for the Tuesday night performance.  For more information or to 
reserve seats, email Melanie Sullivan at msullivan@kilgore.edu 
or call her at 903-988-7527.

DATA:  D id you k now?

Data provided by the
KC Office of Research and Institutional Effectiveness

KC Student Demographics
First Time in College FALL ‘13 FALL ‘14 FALL ‘15

College-Ready 46% 48% 54%

Traditional College Age (22 or younger) 83% 83% 88%

Full-Time 70% 72% 68%

Phi Theta Kappa hosting coat drive
The Gamma Omicron Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa at KC is sponsoring a Coats for Kids 
drive for the Texas Leadership Conference. 
The goal as a region is to collect at least 
200 coats for donation to the Marshall 
Elks Lodge.   Coats need to be “gently 
used” and they will accept any size.   Bring 
coats to Michele Daniels’ office in the 
Communications/Automotive Bldg., Office 104, by Oct. 6.

Performance schedule:
Tuesday, Oct. 25: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 26: 9 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 27: 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 28: 1 p.m.

ABOVE: KC defensive back Hasan Defense (Jacksonville, Fla.) intercepts a pass in KC’s victory 
over NEO Oct. 1 in Kilgore.  Defense had two interceptions in the game and five solo tackles. KC 
defeated NEO 31-22 by scoring twice in the final minute of the game.  The Rangers will travel 
to Roswell, NM, Saturday, Oct. 8, to face New Mexico Military Institute.  Kickoff is set for 2 p.m. 
(CST).  Listen to the game online at www.kdokradio.com or on local radio:  105.3 FM & 1240 
AM in Kilgore; 101.9 FM in Longview & 107.9 FM in Henderson.  Photo by Jamie Maldonado/KC
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