
n Richelle Velez is a 5’6” freshman 
Criminal Justice major who comes 
to us from Brazoswood High School 
in Brazoswood, TX.  When they 
coined the phrase, “Don’t judge 
book by its cover” 
they certainly 
had this girl in 
mind.  By simply 
looking at her, 
one might think 
that because of 
her size she would 
not be an effective 
basketball player.  They and 
everyone else who missed out on the 
chance to sign this kid was totally 
wrong.  She has some big time game.  
She has tremendous shooting range 
and gets her shot off quick against 
many crafty defenders.  She also has 
a sneaky first step to the basket that 
can really cause the opposition fits.  
Lady Ranger fans have already been 
had a taste of what she can do from 
downtown when she hit 7 3-pointers 
against Baton Rouge Community 
College.  It really doesn’t take her 
long to get hot either…once she hits 
one, she is liable to hit a string of 
them.  Besides being a fine shooter, 
Richelle is one tough player.  A year 
ago, the Lady Ranger basketball staff 
was in search of an outside shooter 
that could help free up some of our 
more athletic dribble driving players.  
I believe Coach Nimz has found her 
answer in Richelle.  Make sure you 
come out and watch this diminutive 
guard light up the gym from the 
outside.  Don’t blink or you might 
just miss her 7th, 8th, or 9th three.

 
Favorite Quote:  “Everything is 

possible for one who believes.
Why you chose to play 

basketball:  Because I love it with 
a passion.

What inspires Richelle:  Family
Before I play I must:  Pray with 

my Mom.
Something goofy about 

Richelle:  I drink pickle juice on the 
daily.  
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FACES OF
THE PROGRAM

12/3/2016 @Coastal Bend Beeville 2:00 p.m.
12/7/2016 vs.Southwestern Christian College  Kilgore 5:30 p.m.
12/10/2016 @Jacksonville College Jacksonville 2:00 p.m.
1/3/2017 @ Arkansas Baptist College Little Rock, AR 2:00 p.m.

UPCOMING GAMES

PULSE

Most kids were at home over Thanksgiving, 
enjoying family and taking advantage of 
their days off. These girls practiced both 

Wednesday and Thursday and played two game over 
the weekend. The time and dedication it takes to be a 
student athlete is incredible. You give up so much, yet 
gain so much in the process.

The turkey must have been good because the girls 
came out playing strong! They were able to compete at a 
high level and knock off both Seminole State and Collin 
College. Both of these teams were great opponents and 
will help us to prepare for playing in one of the toughest 
conferences in the nation.

November, 11th the girls took on Blinn College. 
Blinn went to the national tournament last year and 
continually has a great team year in and year out. After 
40 minutes of fight, the Lady Rangers came out on top! 
Every single player made such an impact in this game. 
Whether a player played, 0 minutes, 2 minutes or 38 
minutes…it was a team effort! The girls put together 14 
assists (team basketball), 14 steals (aggressive defense), 
forced 20 turnovers and out rebounded the other team. 
Although there are some impressive offensive stats, 
these are the most important to me! Our defense will 
be the catalyst to our success.

With only 3 games to go before Christmas break, 
we need to continue to get focused and stay on 
task. Finals are fast approaching so the girls will 
have quite the balancing act to do with school 
and basketball. I have no doubt they will be able 
to accomplish great things both in the classroom and 
on the floor to finish out a great semester.

Lady Rangers
feast on 

competition
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