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CAR GIVEAWAY!
KC sophomore Dani Moreno won the first-ever
Cruise for Success grand prize July 31,
winning a new Chevrolet Cruze,
courtesy of Patterson Chevrolet in Kilgore.

KC employees who go “Above & Beyond”

Susan Wilson
SPONSORS:
•
•
•
•
•

Moreno, a KC softball player
from Humble, was one of 10
students who qualified as the
top point-earners for a chance to
win the car at the prize giveaway.
With the 10 students seated
on the front row, names were
drawn one at a time with the first
eight students drawn winning
$500. With two students left,
two car fobs were drawn from
the hat with only one that
operated the new car.

Patterson Chevrolet Kilgore
Capco Contractors
Torrence Racing
Marco Inspection
AMBUCS of East Texas

Moreno possessed the winning
car fob and the keys to her new car.
Michael Elliot, of Haltom City, took
away the runner-up prize of $1,000.
For the second year of the Cruise
for Success program, the grand
prize will be a new Chevrolet Trax,
thanks to Patterson Chevrolet in
Kilgore. Qualifying KC students can
begin earning points in August for
monthly prizes and a chance to win
the new Chevy Trax in the spring
of 2021.

Review symptom checklist each
morning before coming to work
The Office of Human Resources
reminds all employees to remain diligent
in using the “symptom checklist” every
morning prior to coming to work.
“It is easy for all of us to get
complacent over time, but this is not a
routine that you can neglect,” said Tony
Johnson, HR director. “Your coworkers
are depending on you to keep them
safe, so please take that responsibility
seriously.”
Every morning KC employees are
required to take temperatures and
scan the checklist for any of the listed
symptoms. If a temperature is 100.0 degrees and any symptoms are
present, please do not come to work. Instead, call Tony Johnson for
directions at (903) 983-8102.
KC is strictly adhering to Gov. Greg Abbott’s face covering orders. If
you are in a private office, a face covering is not required; however, that
applies only if you are alone. If someone enters the office, put your face
covering on immediately and make sure that the person entering also
has his/her mask on.

“Susan Wilson (Public Services/
InterLibrary Loan Librarian) went above and
beyond by making dozens of face coverings
that she handed out freely to KC employees.
People like Susan make this campus a great
place to work. Her generosity of making
and handing out free face coverings during
these difficult times is a great example of
how to show compassion and support to those in need.”
- Ashley Mason
Coordinator of Campus Life

Monica Smith
“Monica Smith (campus life specialist)
showed great hospitality by making sure
she was available for a student’s needs.
She issues student IDs each day, among
other duties. One day, a student arrived
only to realize that the office was usually
shut down from Noon to 1 p.m. He
contacted Smith and she arranged a time
during her lunch hour that week to meet
the student to make sure his business
was taken care of. The student was very complimentary of her and
appreciated her flexibility to accommodate his schedule.”
- Anonymous

Rangerettes open online gift shop
Rangerette Showcase and
Museum coordinator Megan
DeHoyos is excited to announce
that the KC Rangerettes now have
a state-of-the-art online gift shop,
allowing Rangerette supporters
a place to purchase official
Rangerette merchandise.
The new store currently offers
Rangerette T-shirts, hoodies,
baseball caps, jogging pants and
more!
Visit the gift shop.

President’s Perspective by Dr. Brenda Kays

KC’s eight-week
terms lead to student
success even in
the throes of the
COVID-19 pandemic!

Good News

Dr. Brenda Kays

The college’s Institutional Research office produced a report last week
indicating that even COVID-19 can’t stop KC students from realizing new
success levels. Data chronicling indicators of student success were unveiled
last week to the KC Board of Trustee Student Success Committee. Those
indicators met with rave reviews from board members.
These new data points for Spring 2020 included increases in the number
of students who made the President’s List, decreases in students placed on
academic probation/suspension and a marked increase in the percentage of
students who received an A, B or C.
Due to the disruption that the virus caused during the spring semester,
several students received incomplete grades. Some students have completed
those incomplete grades, while others still linger. However, our success data
indicates that even if all of the remaining incompletes become grades of F
(which they will not), the Spring 2020 student success grades would still be an
improvement over 2019!
The President’s List for Spring 2019 included 215 names. For Spring 2020,
that same list contained 285 names! That equates to 70 more students, a 33
percent increase in 4.0-grade point averages achieved by students.
Unfortunately, after the Spring 2019 semester, 275 students were placed
on academic probation. The number of students on academic probation for
Spring 2020 fell to 220, representing a 20 percent decrease. Additionally, the
number of students placed on academic suspension at the college decreased
by 14 percent between Spring 2019 to Spring 2020.
Eighty-two percent of students who enrolled for Spring 2020 received a
grade of A, B or C. This indicates a 5 percent jump in successful completions at
the college.
Yes, even in the throes of the COVID-19 pandemic, student success is
alive and well at KC. Kudos to our faculty and staff. The hard work that you
dedicated and continue to commit to the eight-week conversion is producing
high dividends. Our students are the ultimate beneficiaries, and the proof is
in our data.
To keep this pattern of success alive and well at KC, convocation this year
will look a little different. We will convene via Zoom, but the spring data
summit initially planned by the Student Success Committee to help decrease
student withdrawals, will be the main event on our convocation agenda.
Select faculty and staff members will join forces to illustrate “safety nets and
strategies” to prevent student withdrawal. More information will follow.
Until next month,
FOLLOW DR. KAYS ON TWITTER!

Dr. Brenda Kays
KC president

@KCBrendaKays

Mike Smith (EMS program) and
Virginia Smith (Longview Testing
Center) are proud to announce the
birth of grandson, Jax Wesley Shaw,
born on April 2 in Tyler. Jax is the
son of their daughter, Lauren, and
her husband, Wes Shaw, of Tyler.

College News

Ranger Registration dates
set for August in library
KC will hold Ranger Registration sessions in August
for students to register for classes in-person. Students
new to KC are encouraged to register online for this
important event that will be held in the Randolph C.
Watson Library. Ranger Registration, both remote and
on-campus versions, includes an overview of the KC
student portal and other electronic resources, as well
as a personal advising session where students work
with a KC faculty/staff member to select a major/career
pathway and register for classes. Financial aid and
other student services staff will be available. For more
info: www.kilgore.edu/ranger-registration.
Upcoming Ranger Registration dates:
• Aug. 4 (Tuesday)
• Aug. 5 (Wednesday)
• Aug. 11 (Tuesday)
• Aug. 12 (Wednesday)

Library instruction
gone virtual
Library Instruction has gone virtual with video
instruction available for use. These are located on the
library home page, https://library.kilgore.edu. Scroll
down the page and click on “Tutorials” under “Useful
Links” at the lower portion of the page. The new video
tutorials have been added in with the PowerPoint
tutorials and handouts.
New videos:
• History Research
• Finding Primary Sources (under the history section)
• Literature Research
• Database Search Terms (under Additional Help)
• Finding Books & Ebooks (under Additional Help)
• Finding Citations for Database Articles
Students can reach the library through Ask-ALibrarian by phone at (903) 983-8237, or through the
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/RCWatsonLibrary.

Oil museum free
to employees, students
The East Texas Oil Museum now offers
complimentary admission for all KC employees and
current KC students. For more information visit the
ETOM website.

News & Events:
AUGUST
On-Campus Calendar
5-8, Rotary Shoe Giveaway, Carpeted Gym/Hallway
4, Ranger Registration, Watson Library, 1 to 4 p.m.
5, Ranger Registration, Watson Library, 1 to 4 p.m.
6, LVN Pinning Ceremony, Dodson Auditorium, 10 a.m.
7, ADN New Student Orientation, Devall Ballroom, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
10, Ranger Ambassador Training, Devall Ballroom, 12:30 to 4 p.m.
11, Ranger Registration, Watson Library, 1 to 4 p.m.
Ranger Ambassador Training, Devall Ballroom, 3 to 5 p.m.
14, ADN Boot Camp, Devall Ballroom, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
17, On-Campus Registration, Devall Student Center, 1 to 6 p.m.
18, On-Campus Registration, Devall Student Center, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
20, LVN Boot Camp, Devall Ballroom, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
25, ADN Level IV Orientation, Devall Ballroom, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
26, ADN Level I – PreClinical, Devall Ballroom, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
27, East Texas Energy Symposium, Dodson Auditorium, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
27, ADN Level II - Pre-Clinical, Devall Ballroom, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
All events above are subject to change.

Caldwell retiring after 47 years at KC
After 47 years on the staff of Kilgore College,
and 35 years of inspired leadership of the Texas
Shakespeare Festival, Raymond Caldwell, TSF
Founder and Artistic Director will be retiring
Aug. 31.
Someday—hopefully, next summer—TSF
plans to host a festive farewell party for
Raymond that he so richly deserves. In the
meantime, the TSF offers an opportunity to
share with him what TSF has meant to you, and
to wish him well as he embarks on this new
adventure.
Simply click here to submit your message
via the TSF website. The TSF will print your
note, and at the end of August, present the
submissions to Raymond.

DATA: Did you know?
Spring 2020 Withdrawal Rate: 10%
Spring 2019 Withdrawal Rate: 11%
Even with the challenges of a mid-semester transition to remote
instruction, students withdrew from fewer courses in the spring
than they did the year before. Thank you to the faculty and staff
who continue to make student success a priority, even in the most
challenging of times.

Data provided by the
KC Office of Research and Institutional Effectiveness

August Birthdays
8-2

Lori Truman

8-12 Latasha Goodwyn

8-4

Summorrow Robertson

8-14 Lametra Barnes

8-5

Adrienne Jackson

8-15 Charles Childers

8-5

Nancy Law

8-16 Mike Jenkins

8-5

Cameron Neal

8-16 Bindy Tice

8-7

Heather Fitch

8-19 Callie Blakeley

8-9

Patricia Robinson

8-19 Barbara Prater

8-9

Kyla Sather

8-20 Chris Reed

8-10 Judy DeRouen

8-22 Meaghan Simpson

8-10 Cody Edwards

8-27 Tashauna Morris

8-10 Jerri Saenz

8-31 Raymond Caldwell

8-11 Karen Dulweber

8-31 Gus Lafosse

8-11 Martha Woodruff

8-31 Debbie Williams

Upward Bound achieves
another milestone
KC-Upward Bound achieved another milestone in
its program with Britney Castillo (a 2020 junior from
Kilgore High School) being selected to participate
in the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute R2L
NextGen program in Washington, D.C. (all expenses
paid through sponsors). She was one of only 100 high
school students nationwide selected to participate in
the leadership program; however, due to COVID-19, the
program was delivered remotely.
While participating remotely, she learned how the
federal government works and how to affect positive
change in the community. Castillo also had the
opportunity to meet important Latino leaders and to
understand the important issues that face the Latino
community. Sponsors for CHCI R2L NextGen are: State
Farm Insurance, Ford Motor Company, Macy’s, Lambda
Theta Phi (Latin Fraternity) and Edison International.
Also, Upward Bound had two Dell Scholarship
Semifinalists, Brandy Paz and Lupita Guzman. Paz and
Guzman are both 2020 graduating seniors from Pine
Tree High School.

KC mourns loss of former
employee Archie Whitfield
Archie Whitfield, 82, of Kilgore,
passed away July 10. He joined
the staff at Kilgore College in
1985. Whitfield retired after 15
years at KC and a total of 25 years
in college and alumni relations
work. While at KC, he received
honorary life memberships in
each of the college’s four alumni
organizations, was inducted
Archie Whitfield
into the KC Hall of Fame in 2012
and honored as KC Retiree of the
Year in 2014. He was instrumental in the growth of the
Rangerettes Forever organization and in the creation of
56 Rangerette scholarships before his retirement.
View full obituary

