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Steve Torrence to help kick off Cruise for Success April 2

KC graduate and NHRA top
fuel dragster Steve Torrence
will be on the Kilgore campus
Tuesday to help announce
“Cruise for Success,” a program
that will allow qualifying
KC students to earn points
throughout the school year
with a chance to win a brand
new Chevy Cruze, sponsored by
Patterson Chevrolet Kilgore.
The press conference
featuring Torrence is set for 10
a.m. Tuesday, April 2, in the Lee
Mall/Mike Miller plaza.
“We couldn’t think of anyone
better than Steve Torrence
to help us kick this event off,”

said Dr. Brenda Kays, KC President.
“Steve is the perfect example
of someone who has worked
diligently, attained an education,
persevered and has succeeded
at the highest level in his chosen
career field. He is a true role model
for our students as they persevere
and achieve success with their
educational and career goals.”
The incentive program is KC’s
way of encouraging student
success by giving students an
opportunity to win prizes for doing
things proven to increase success.
Beginning in August, qualifying
KC students can earn points for
monthly prizes culminating with

Five police academy instructors
earn high level of certification
Five East Texas Police Academy
instructors recently earned the
highest level of certification from
the Texas Commission on Law
Enforcement (TCOLE).
Instructors receiving the TCOLE
Advanced Instructor Certificate
are Joe Cassin, director; Travis
Prew, range-master; Justin
Willoughby; Margaret “Maggie”
Martin; and James Pierson,
adjunct instructor.
To earn the certificate, officers
must hold the TCOLE instructor certification; have at least three
years’ experience as a TCOLE instructor; and complete a rigorous 40hour advanced instructor course.
Of the approximately 40,000 certified instructors in Texas, only 454
hold the TCOLE Advanced Instructor Certificate (about 1.25 percent).
“All but one of our full-time faculty at ETPA are now advanced
TCOLE instructors,” said Michael Ferguson, Criminal Justice Instructor
and Public Services Department Chair.
“This demonstrates Kilgore College’s continued commitment
to improving ourselves in our chosen profession such that we can
provide the best possible product for our students.”

one grand prize – a Chevy Cruze –
awarded in April of 2020.
“We are so thankful for
Patterson’s commitment to this
program and the success of our
students,” Kays said. “In April of
2020, one hard-working (and
lucky) student will be rewarded
with this beautiful new car. None
of this would have been possible
without our partnership with
Patterson Chevrolet Kilgore – a true
community partner dedicated to
the success of our students. ”
Details about the contest,
eligibility requirements and
instructions are located at www.
kilgore.edu/cruiseforsuccess.

About Steve Torrence:
• Kilgore College graduate
• Kilgore High School graduate
• Won 2018 NHRA Top Fuel Division drag race
• First driver ever to win Alcohol and Top Fuel
championships
• First NHRA driver ever to win all six races in
the league’s countdown to the championship
• Recognized on the floor of the state House
of Representatives March 20 (2019) for
his accomplishments in professional drag
racing, specifically for winning the 2018
NHRA Mello Yello Top Fuel Championship.

Discounts honored for qualifying dual credit
students attending KC after high school

KC held a press conference and
a signing ceremony March 6 to
announce details about the new
KC Connection Program that will
greatly reduce tuition costs for
qualifying dual credit students
who choose to attend KC after high
school.
Five high school students
“signed” with KC at the event as the
first students taking advantage of
this opportunity.

PHOTO ABOVE: Dual credit students signing
with KC were:
• Charli Marcantel, Kilgore High School
(24 credit hours earned)
• Paula Vazquez, Kilgore High School
(15 credit hours earned)
• Austin Huckabee, Kilgore High School
(27 credit hours earned)
• Kaitlyn Pearson, Sabine High School
(24 credit hours earned)
• Tristen Benton, Wesk Rusk County High School
(15 credit hours earned)

President’s Perspective by Dr. Brenda Kays

Welcome New Full-Time Employees!
Betsy Hansard – Business Office Procurement Manager
Olivia Moore – East Texas Oil Museum Manager
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Resources for current students, faculty and staff:
One of the things KC has learned from our peer colleges that have successfully
accepted the transformational journey we are tackling is when you think that you have
communicated sufficiently, go out and communicate 50 more times. So with those
words of wisdom in mind, this month’s column will focus on communicating what
information is available and where/how that information may be accessed.
The first resource that everyone should acquaint themselves with is the newly created
webpage. This page may be accessed from the KC homepage or by following this link:
www.kilgore.edu/focustofinish Resources on this page include: FAQ’s about F2F, a link
to the Cruise for Success information flier and a registration “how-to” for students.
Thousands of bookmarks are in production right now for distribution beginning April
1. The bookmarks will be provided to faculty for use and distribution in the classroom
via deans/department chairs. These bookmarks were created specifically with our
current students in mind, but are applicable to anyone interested in knowing more
about F2F. The bookmarks have the webpage link on one side with bulleted talking
points on the flip side. They are useful conversation starters without falling prey to
information overload. Bookmarks will also be available at several upcoming college
promotional events over the next month.
Two new PowerPoint presentations were distributed via KC Business last week. They
are both excellent resources and should quiet any nerves that still exist about F2F! One
is designed specifically to help faculty advisors navigate advising best practices for the
eight-week terms. The second presentation targets current/returning students and
provides insight on how to navigate registration for fall 2019. The student presentation
offers step-by-step guidance and will successfully migrate our students from a 16week mindset to an eight-week mindset. The student presentation will be posted as a
resource on the F2F webpage. It will also be used in upcoming “town halls” scheduled
for students in April.
On Tuesday, April 2, KC will host a press conference on the Kilgore campus in the
Lee Mall/Mike Miller Plaza to officially announce and promote our new “Cruise for
Success” program running in tandem with F2F. KC graduate and NHRA top fuel dragster
Steve Torrence will be on campus Tuesday to help announce the program and serve
as our official spokesperson throughout the year. As you recall, Cruise for Success is
an incentive program for students. Students are awarded points for “doing the right
things.” For example, students may earn points by utilizing the KC Math Lab or Zone
tutoring centers. Point accumulation will lend itself to student eligibility for incentive
awards including a brand new Chevrolet Cruze courtesy of Patterson Chevrolet Kilgore!
Steve Beasely, Patterson’s GM, who is partnering with us on this incentive, will also join
us for the press conference.
Finally, we have a team specifically dedicated to communicating, both formally as
well as informally, to our current/returning students about all things F2F! This is a
group of individuals who are passionate about students and student success. The
Warriors team is comprised of people who serve on our Student Success Council and
our Hospitality Committee (and some serve on both). They are innovative and will
bring fun and excitement to our F2F journey. Representatives from this group will be
present at already scheduled events at the college (press conference, crawfish boil,
etc.), but they will also conduct “F2F Town Hall” meetings at both instructional locations
for currently enrolled students on April 4, 8, 9 and 24. Stay tuned for more publicity
regarding these meetings. I can guarantee you that the Warriors will definitely have
plenty of food and giveaways associated with each of the events. I am certain that this
will draw attention/crowds.
Sincere thanks to everyone for all of your work and effort!
Until next month,
FOLLOW DR. KAYS ON TWITTER!

Dr. Brenda Kays
KC president

@KCBrendaKays

Michael Hageloh and Merlyn Holmes
(Institutional Advancement office) attended
and completed the Texas Public Funds
Investment Act Course in Dallas on Jan. 25.

Hageloh

Dr. Brenda Kays and Merlyn Holmes
attended “East Texas Coalition Goes To
Austin,” Feb. 25-26.
Amber Kinseey, Michael Hageloh and
Merlyn Holmes (Institutional Advancement
office) attended the 2019 Annual Texas
Association of Community Colleges
Conference Feb. 13-15 in Austin.

Holmes

Jennie Alcantar, who has been working
with Continuing Education in the Public
Kinsey
Services & Industrial Technologies division,
will now work with Dr. Sandra Carroll in the
Science & Health Sciences division. In addition to working
with Health Science Continuing Education, Alcantar will
continue to work with the Risk Management Institute,
funded by a grant from the Texas Mutual Insurance
Company.
Richard Crutcher will extend his role as interim dean of
Business & Information Technology into the next academic
year. This position, which was previously held by Dr. Julie
Fowler, will be posted during the 2020 spring semester for
someone to fill the role on a non-interim basis.
Jennifer Quine and the Relay Rangers thank everyone
who purchased potatoes and made other contributions for
a successful Relay for Life event.

Good News:
Congratulations to English instructor
Heather Fitch, who is the proud mother of
a new baby boy, Jasper Lee Fitch. Jasper
was born March 4 and weighed 7 lbs. and
was 19.5 inches long with a full head of
reddish-blonde hair.
Congratulations to Merlyn Holmes, the proud
grandmother of new baby boy, Hayden Parker Holmes.
Parents of Hayden are Greg and Jessica Holmes.
Congratulations to Amber Kinsey, the proud grandmother
of new baby boy, Cruz Taylor Brisendine. Parents of Cruz
are Kaleb and Katie Brisendine.
Congratulations to Jamaria Thomas, granddaughter of
Toni Perry (Receiving/Mail Services) who has achieved
several honors and achievements. Jamaria, a senior at
Kilgore High School, was named to the District 16-4A AllDistrict Basketball Team (leading scorer) and was named
the district’s Offensive Most Valuable Basketball Player.
She was also crowned as the 2019 Juneteenth Queen for
her winning essay in Kilgore Legacy Foundation’s annual
scholarship contest, a part of this year’s sixth annual Red
& Black Ball on March 2. Jamaria was also selected to
participate in the first-ever Hoops for Autism All StarBasketball game March 30 at Union Grove High School.
Thomas was one of 35 girls selected for the all-star game.
Proceeds from the event benefitted the Center for Autism
in Dallas. Jamaria will attend Sam Houston State University
next fall as a nursing major.

News & Events:

Lothrop wins top award at UT Tyler
Annual International Art Exhibition
KC’s Arts and Graphic Design Technology instructor
Coy Lothrop took home the top prize in the UT Tyler
Annual International Art Exhibition Feb. 22 at the
college’s Meadows Gallery in Tyler.
The exhibition is a juried visual art competition
organized by the Department of Art and Art History at
UT Tyler where internationally known artists, curators
and scholars have served as jurors selecting works for
exhibitions created by some of the best contemporary
artists working today.
This year’s exhibition featured 63 contemporary works
selected by juror and former Fort Worth Contemporary
Lothrop
Arts curator Christina Rees. The pieces were selected
from more than 800 entries.
The department purchases winning works for the permanent collection which are
displayed throughout the UT Tyler main campus.

Revels set for April 10-13 in Dodson Auditorium
The
Rangerettes
will present
Rangerette
Revels April
10-13 in Dodson
Auditorium
on the Kilgore
campus.
Shows are
set for 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday
through Friday,
April 10-12, and two performances on Saturday, April 13, at 1 and 7:30 p.m.
The show, “More than Meets the Eye,” will include a variety of dance genres
including the Rangerettes’ signature “high kick” production for the finale.
Purchase tickets online or in-person at the Rangerette Box Office located on the
first floor of the Rangerette Gymnasium on the Kilgore campus.
Online ticket orders may be picked up at the Rangerette Box Office with proof of
ID. All online ticket seating requests are not guaranteed.
The box office is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays through Fridays. Tickets are
$25 each and all seats are reserved. Limit 10 tickets per order. For class reunions or
groups needing 10 tickets or more, please contact Shelley Wayne at shelleywayne@
rangerette.com.
For more ticket information or to purchase tickets by phone, call 903-983-8179 or
e-mail revels@kilgore.edu.

Did you know?
84.3 percent of first-time-in-college,
full-time students who enrolled at KC
in Fall 2018 returned in Spring 2019.
Data provided by the
KC Office of Research and Institutional Effectiveness

Library offering course
on adulting for teens,
college students April 29
Randolph C. Watson Library Services will offer an online
presentation/course, “Adulting 101 for Teens and College
Students,” by Amigo Library Services. The event is set for
April 29 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Though it is focused on
libraries, it will be beneficial to people who work with teens
transitioning to adulthood. If you are interested, please
contact Susan Wilson to set up a group viewing of the event.
For more information, contact Wilson at 903-983-8239 or
swilson@kilgore.edu.

Please delete ‘Drive O’ files
The information technology department asks all faculty
and staff to clean out old and/or no longer used files from
the “Drive O.” With limited
space, if the number drops
to zero, no one will be able to
use “Drive O.” Please take a few
minutes today and start deleting old files.
Also, please look for any “personal” files stored in the
“Documents” folder. Most of these “personal” files should
NOT be stored in the “Documents” folder. Please purchase
USB external drives or flash drives to copy these types of
“personal” files to. Examples of these types of files include:
• Photos/videos of your past vacations
• Photos/videos of special personal events
such as weddings and/or birthdays
• Downloaded or copied music files
• Downloaded or copied commercial movies

KC mourns loss
of two former employees
Mary Jean Perkins
Sanders Myers
Mary Jean Perkins Sanders
Myers worked at KC for many
years in the Watson Library as a
Resource Specialist. She passed
away March 14. Mary Jean
was wife of Perry Myers who
worked in KC’s maintenance
department for many years.
View full obituary

Perkins Sanders Myers

Latane Speer
Former First Lady of Kilgore,
Speer
Latane Speer, 79, passed away
March 28 in Kilgore. Speer served KC for 43 years as a
history and government instructor. She was also KC’s
cheerleader sponsor. Memorial contributions may be
made to the Latane Speer Scholarship fund at KC.
View full obituary

APRIL
On-Campus Calendar
1, PTK Meeting, Devall TV Room, 5 p.m.
2, Cruise for Success Press Conference, Mike Miller Plaza, 10 a.m.
ETBU Recruiter, Devall Hallway, 10 a.m.
KC Classical Guitar Ensemble, Devall Hallway, Noon
SGA Meeting, Devall TV Room, 11:30 a.m.
Retirement Planning Education Class, Watson Library, 6 p.m.
4, TRIO Spring Reception, Devall Ballroom, 5 p.m.
Piano Duo Recital, Van Cliburn Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
5, Sigma Kappa Delta Induction Ceremony, Devall Ballroom, 5 p.m.
6, Softball vs. NTCC, The Ballpark at KC Commons, 1/3 p.m.
Spring Vocal Concert, Van Cliburn Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
8, KC Board of Trustees Meeting, McLaurin Building, second floor, 6:30 p.m.
Fire Academy No. 106 Graduation, Devall Ballroom, 6:30 p.m.
9, SGA Meeting, Devall TV Room, 11:30 a.m.
Retirement Planning Education Class, Watson Library, 6 p.m.
10, Lamar University Recruiter, Devall Hallway, 1 p.m.
Rangerette Drill Team Night, Devall Ballroom , 4:45 p.m.
Rangerette Revels, Dodson Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
11, Spring Transfer Fair, Devall Hallway, 9 a.m.
Lamar University Recruiter, Devall Hallway, 1 p.m.
Rangerette Drill Team Night, Devall Ballroom , 4:45 p.m.
Rangerette Revels, Dodson Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
12, UT Tyler Recruiter, Devall Hallway, 10 a.m.
ADN Advisory Board Meeting, Devall Room, Noon
Softball vs. Angelina College, The Ballpark at KC Commons, 1/3 p.m.
Rangerette Revels, Dodson Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
Welding Rodeo, Applied Technology Building, 8 p.m.
13, Rangerette Revels, Dodson Auditorium, 1 & 7:30 p.m.
Rangerette Forevers Revels Reception, Rangerette Gym, 3 p.m.
ACT Testing, Old Main Building, 8 a.m.
15, PTK Meeting, Devall TV Room, 5 p.m.
ETBU Recruiter, Devall Hallway, 10 a.m.
16, SGA Meeting, Devall TV Room, 11:30 a.m.
Area Superintendent Roundtable, McLaurin Building 2nd Floor, 11 a.m.
Jazz Band Concert, Van Cliburn Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
17, UT Tyler Recruiter, Devall Hallway, 10 a.m.
18, Crawfish Boil, Broadway Street, 11 a.m.
KC Foundation Meeting, Devall Ballroom, 11:30 a.m.
Campuses close at 9:30 p.m.
19, Softball vs. TJC, The Ballpark at KC Commons, 1/3 p.m.
Good Friday Holiday (campuses closed)
22, Administrative Assistants Day Reception, Devall Ballroom, 2 p.m.
23, SGA Meeting, Devall TV Room, 11:30 a.m.
ETBU Recruiter, Devall Hallway, 10 a.m.
Upward Bound Spring Banquet, Devall Ballroom
25, Britt’s Birthday Bash Fish Fry, Lee Mall/Mike Miller Plaza, 11 a.m.
Residential Life Movie Night, Lee Mall/Mike Miller Plaza, 7 p.m.
26, East Texas NACE Seminar Devall Ballroom
27, Ranger Registration – VIP Dual Credit, Watson Library, 8 a.m.
Game Club Tournament, Devall Ballroom, 11 a.m.
28, KHS Hi-Stepper Spring Show, Dodson Auditorium
29, PTK Meeting, Devall TV Room, 5 p.m.
30, SGA Meeting, Devall TV Room, 11:30 a.m.
Caffeine & Conversations McLaurin Building Second floor, 2 p.m.
Please note that this calendar is subject to change.

Items needed for student food pantry
The Kilgore College student food
pantry is in need of items. To drop
off items on the Kilgore campus,
bring them by Barbara Prater’s
office in the Devall Student Center
(across the hall, at an angle, from
the bookstore).
On the Longview campus, drop
them off to Will Massey in the
Hendrix Building.
For more information, call Prater at
903-983-8189 or email her.

Items needed:
• Eight-pack of Pop Tarts (any flavor)
• Cereal (regular boxes or mini boxes)
• Tuna (canned or packets)
• Canned chicken
• Mac n Cheese cups
• Boxed Macaroni & Cheese
• Chili (with or without beans)
• Canned tomatoes (regular or Rotel)
• Spaghetti
• Spaghetti Sauce (w/or w/o meat)

• Pasta sides
• Ravioli
• Chunky soups
• Tomato Soup
• Ramen Noodles
• Snack items (Rice Krispie Treats,
Gummy Fruit Treats, small bags of
chips, etc.)
• No crackers, please…we have
plenty right now.

DATA: Did you know?
Did you know the marble benches
in the Lee Mall/Mike Miller Plaza
are available as memorials?
Contact Amber Kinsey in IA for more information.
Information provided by the

KC Office of Institutional Advancement
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David Fonteno
Jackie Kelley
Micah Goodding
Brenda Kays
Stephanie Peters
Dane Deen
Edward Bernaldez
Glenda Ford
Brian Johnson
Wesley Brasher
Travis Prew
David Belanger
Laura Mulanax
Jonathan Kaan
Derek Hunter
Jase Graves
Fred Gore
Larry Brooks
Michael Hageloh
Kat Jackson
Renee' Golden
Latoya Bradley
Dee Swan
Karen Scibona
Lisa Bischof
Mary Hawley
Alesha O'Steen
Jeanine Tagg

